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From art song to opera to cabaret, soprano Gretchen Farrar moves easily through styles, genres, and languages.  The New York Times noted her “passionate and shapely performance” of Ernesto Cordero’s songs with guitarist Francisco Roldán at the 2008 Mannes Guitar Festival.  She has performed in concert with piano at recital series and venues around New York including Weill Hall and Merkin Hall offering a variety of repertoire.  With Elysium-Between Two Continents, she has sung German and American works in Germany and New York and she has also assisted directing their performances.  The Münchner Merkur described her 2009 interpretation of American songs with Elysium in Germany as “…technically more than brilliant... an overall elegant tightrope-walk between charming entertainment and profound quality...” Her opera and chamber music credits include Anchorage Opera, Eugene Opera, Belleayre Festival Opera, Opera at Florham, Dicapo Opera, Hudson Opera Theater, National Lyric Opera, New Music New York, and Chamber Music New York.  Gretchen Farrar has been a teaching artist for the Metropolitan Opera Guild and was a graduate teaching fellow at the University of Oregon where she received her Master’s in Music.

Classical pianist Alexander A. Wu has continued to perform on the international stages as both a soloist and chamber player. From orchestral performances of Rachmaninoff's Third and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue to solo and chamber music recitals of the classics, Alexander exemplifies versatility in many music styles combined with an innate technical command of the instrument.  Growing up in the metropolitan areas of Los Angeles and New York, Alexander has always been influenced by jazz, Latin American, popular and other music styles. In recent years he has expanded today’s repertoire of music that’s rarely performed and that deserves recognition. Alexander’s concert programs and arrangements of musical gems of the past that stem from the bossa nova, tango Nuevo, jazz, American spirituals/folk and rock classics. Subsequently, he has attracted and bridged a broad based audience following. In the American contemporary music scene, Alexander has premiered and continues to champion new works with today’s emerging and prominent composers such as David Amram, David del Tredici, Richard Hundley, David Loeb, Rafael Landestoy, Alexa Babakhanian and Benjamin Yarmolinsky.

Some of Alexander’s recent concerts have included a South American tour of Spanish and Latin American music, two South Florida tours of Music of the Americas presented by Steinway & Sons, Starbucks and Florida Atlantic University, a west coast tour sponsored by PAFAA, and a European tour of Latin American music and new works by American composers.

Gretchen Farrar and Alexander A. Wu have performed together at recital series in the New York area offering works from classical art song, to musical theater, to cabaret and opera.  They have been heard at venues including The Roerich Museum, Salmagundi Arts Club, The Oyster Bay Distinguished Artist Series and library concert series including Hewlett-Woodmere, Bethpage, Lynbrook, Farmingdale, East Meadow, and Sachem in New York.
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